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Alliance for the Great Lakes ● Audubon ● Audubon New York ● Buffalo Niagara 

Riverkeeper ● Citizens Campaign for the Environment ● Ducks Unlimited ● 

Environmental Advocates of New York ● Freshwater Future ● Georgian Bay 

Association ● Georgian Baykeeper for Georgian Bay Association Foundation ● 

Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council ● Great Lakes United ● International 

Association for Great Lakes Research ● International Water Levels Coalition ● 

Izaak Walton League, NY Division ● Michigan United Conservation Clubs ● 

Midwest Environmental Advocates ● National Wildlife Federation ● The New York 

State Conservation Council ● Save The River/Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper ● 

Thousand Islands Land Trust ● Wisconsin Council of Trout Unlimited 
 
 
April 22, 2008 
 
The Honorable John McHugh 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Louise M. Slaughter 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman McHugh and Congresswoman Slaughter, 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, are writing to express our support for the house 
resolution you’ve developed that urges the International Joint Commission to adopt a 
water management plan for the St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario that takes into 
consideration environmental needs and the concerns of the public and affected States and 
urges the Secretary of State to reject any plan that does not do so. 
 
Since the completion of the Moses-Saunders hydropower dam 50 years ago, the Lake 
Ontario and St. Lawrence River ecosystems have suffered consistent losses to their 
globally significant biodiversity due to unnatural and damaging water levels regulation. 
The current, 50 year-old regulation scheme has artificially constrained water levels, 
resulting in considerable damage to more than 50% of the region’s coastal wetlands and 
significant impacts to many fish species and nesting water birds. 
 
After more than five years of study funded by $20-million taxpayer dollars, the IJC has 
the information necessary to select a scientifically-based and publicly supported 
management plan that would deliver significant environmental improvements to the 
region. Instead, the IJC has turned its back on the Lake and River environment by 
proposing a plan – Plan 2007 – that continues, and perhaps even worsens, the 
environmental destruction of the Lake and River. 
 
In a time of unprecedented momentum towards restoring the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
system, the actions by the IJC that would reverse restoration programs are unacceptable.  
 
We applaud your efforts to ensure that the environment of the St. Lawrence River and 
Lake Ontario are protected from further damage. By introducing and supporting this 
resolution, you are sending a strong signal to the International Joint Commission that the 
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Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council  
Thomas Marks, NY Director 
Derby, NY 
 
Great Lakes United 
John Jackson, Director, Clean Production 
Ontario, Canada 
 
International Asssociation for Great Lakes Research 
Robert A. Sweeney, PhD, Executive Director 
Port Huron, MI 
 
International Water Levels Coalition 
Nancy Foster, Secretary 
Clayton, NY 
 
Izaak Walton League 
Les Monostory, President New York Division 
Fayetteville, NY 
 
Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
Robert M. Borchak, Director at Large     

Lansing, MI 
 
Midwest Environmental Advocates 
Karen M. Schapiro, Executive Director 
Madison, WI 
 
National Wildlife Federation 
Andy Buchsbaum, Regional Executive Director 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
New York State Conservation Council 
Harold L. Palmer, President 
Ilion, NY 
 
Thousand Islands Land Trust 
Aaron R. Vogel, Executive Director 
Clayton, NY 
 
Wisconsin Council of Trout Unlimited  
Bill Pielsticker, Legislative Chair 
Lodi, WI 
 
 


